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T //. "/the Xew Sitliottiil Km:

sin: Now that the Academic Hoard of
West Point has, after a struggle of four years,
and l>y some mysterious method, come to the
conclusion that I am "very studious but with
little aptitude," ami has found out that I am
"delieieiit" ill Philosophy, on which account

,r..~ it.. * ii
I w.i- uiMiinwii null! lIII: jll'IKIl'lll}' Ulllt discharged

llic service of the United States, I
think ilul it is lint just to myself and a duty
1 owe to my race, to make a public statement
<>f what has transpired during my four
years' stay at the United Slates Military
Academy.
To that end I respectfully request the use

of the columns of your pai»er.
I have been silent during all these years

of trouble and oppression, not because I was
afraid or ashamed to speak of the state of
affairs that existed at West l'oinl but becausethe army regulations expressly forbidany cadet to publish anything or have
anything published with respect to the MilitaryAcademy.

Hut, Mr. Editor, allow mc to anticipate a
little, by speaking of the present difficulty,
which has resulted in my dismissal and then
I shall begih at the date of my entrance,
June 1st, ISVt', and speak of things in their
rv^uuir unitT.

l was called for examination in Philosophy
on the r»lli or f>lh of June, at about 4..101*. M.
Several members of the section of wliicli 1
was a member, were sent to the blackboard
to explain subjects in dill'crcnt parts of the.
course. I was called up, questioned on the
subject of astronomy, and tlien sent to tlie
blackboard, the Instructor, 2d Lieut. D. A.
Lylc, of the Second Artillery, handing ine a

slip of paper with an equation on it, said:
"Mr. Smith, explain the compound microscope,and discuss the equation with reference
to that microscope."'

1 took the paper, copied the equation on
the board, and dropped the paper on the lloor,
as I had no further use for it. 1 then drew a

figure to represent the compound microscope
and wrote on the blackboard the mathematicalwork relating to the discussion of the
equation given by Lieutenant Lylc. During
this time the cadets who had been sent to
the board before me were reciting, and when
they liad all finished, Professor Michic, who is
the head of the department of Philosophy,
called upon iiic to recite, liul the Superintendentsaid: ."It is ,no. live o'clock, the
hour for adjournment has arrived, and we

won't have time to hear Mr. Smith. I was
then ordered to take my seat, which I did.
i(ut the Superintendent now said : " I see

that Hie clock is a few minutes fast, and you
will have time to uucstion another cadet."
So Professor Michie culled up another cadet,
questioned liiin, and left ine at my seat.
After questioning this cadet, the section was

ordered to retire, and two members of it,
Cadet Fuller, who had not been sent to the
board, audi, were ordered to return next
morning at nine o'clock.
At the designated hour I was in the examination-room,and when called up, LieutenantI.vie said : "Mr. Smith, deduce the expressionfor the dispersive power of any medium."I went to the board, and just as I

got there, Mr. Michie said: "Mr. Smith,
what is that work that you put on the board
yesterday''" 1 iK>inted to the figure I bad
drawn the day before, and said : " That figurerepresents the compound microscope,"
then pointing to the mathematical work,
" That is the discussion of equation 54 which
was given me 011 a slip of paiier." Professor
Mil hie then said: "You are altogether mistakenas to your subject; you had an entirelydifferent subject given you." I said :
" l'rofessor, Lieutenant Lylc gave 111c equationVI on a slip of paper and told 1110 to representthe compound microscope and discuss
that equation with reference to that microscojie."Professor Michie said : "Mr. Smith,
I told you that you had another subject altogether: you bad to represent the compound
microscope and deduce the expression for its
magnifying power."

1 knew that 110 such subject had been givenme, because equation 51 hail nothing whateverto do with the magnifying power of that
microscope.equation OS being employed for
that puri»nsc.but what could I, a friendless
and powerless eadct, do to convince a Professorthat lie was wrong and I was right ?
coining, except to run me hsk 01 ucuig
put in arrest ami court-marlialcd for disre»i"eetto my superior, making false statements
etc., a</ infinitum, so 1 did what I have had to
do too long.i. c., say nothing.

1 then turned to the board and assumed
the equation which expresses the relation betweenthe incident and deviated rays in the
case of a convex lens, and from this deduced
an expression for the dispersive power of a

lens.
1 then turned around and waited to be

called on to recite. 1 was soon ordered to

login ami 1 did so, but I had gone only a

little way, when Professor Michic interrupteduie ami said that 1 had used the lens, but
lie wished me to use the optical prism in this
demonstration. Now, Art. 3, liartlctt's Optics(the text we use), reads as follows:
" Whateverallbrds a passage to light is calleda medium, (.lass, water, air, Torricellian
vacuum, etc., arc media," therefore in using
the lens, 1 olreyed the order to "deduce the
expression for the dispersive power of any
tmtium, ti>r, according to the text, glass is a

medium, and the lcn» deviates light as well
as the optical prism. 1 had, of course, 110

power to discuss the matter thcu and there
with Professor Mtcliie, so I rubbed out my
work and deduced the expression, using the
optical prism, but in so doing 1 had to assume
certain equations deduced in a previous demonstration,and of which I assumed three thai
I remembered.

I was again called u|>on to recite and proceededwithout interruption until I had gone
some distance with my demonstration, when

I
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l'rofossor Micliic said: "Mr. Smith, I want ti
to ask you a question. Suppose you had p
several prisms deviating licht. how would a

you find the ultimate deviation ?" I said: rt
"I would take the algebraic sum of all the n
deviations." Professor M. said: "Suppose a
some of the deviating angles were turned in II
one direction and the others In another dircc- c
tion, how would you find It in that case!" I a
said: "I would regard those deviations pro- p
duccd by prisms whose deviating angles were ti
turned in one direction, as positive, and those I
produced by prisms whose deviating angles *t<
were turned in the opposite direction as ncg- ^
alive." Professor M.: "Then you would n
not take the sum ?" I said : " No sir, I w
would take the algebraic sum, as I said." c

Professor M.: "I did not hear you say
the algebraic sum, I understood you to say d
the sum." I said nothing more, and wailed n
a moment, thinking lie had some other ques- a
tion to ask; but instead, he seemed to be tl
very much exasperated, and speaking very ft
harshly, said : "Well, what are you waiting ci
for? Why don't you go on?" I went on ai
with toy demonstration a minute or two, but y
was interrupted again and again with ques- ti
lions, some of which had no bearing what- ai
ever on the suhitwL. anil aslcml Iw

only to confuse me if possible. si

After I had fiuished my demonstration, cf
Professor M. asked me where I got the three
equations that were at the top of the uj
hoard. I told him that I assumed them, that til
they had been deduced in a previous demon- ti
stration and I remembered them. (I had a

right to assume any equation, aud make use
of any principle previously deduced, and
.which related to my subject.) lie then asked
me if I had used those equations. I found,
upon looking over my work that I had used
the first and third, but not the second, and T
so I told him. He then wanted to know why
I had not assumed the second, and I answered
that I remembered the three equations as

being given together, and that 1 thought I
would have to use all of them, and that I did

^not notice that the sccoud was not required.
"Professor M. now said: "Well, you see it

csis wrong?" " No, sir," I said, " that equa- ^lion is light, but it is unnecessary." Pro- j.fessor M. then said: "I do not question the
correctness of the equation, but did you use
it?" "No, sir," I said. "Well sir," said j.'Professor M., "it should not be there, aud,
therefore, it is all wrong. That will do,
... insir."
Thus was my examination in Philosophy rc

conducted, and upon that "examination" I
was declared "deficient."
Now, 1 anpcal lo the judgment of every 'll

intelligent man: can that be called a fair *
and impartial examination ? Is it not perfectlyevident that there was an iindcr-currentof narrow-minded prejudice continually
forcing its way to the surface, and warping cn

the mind, not only of Professor M., but that
of many another who sat in judgment 011 me ^
that day, and ujhjii wliObo decision rested ^
the verdict? Does it not show that he was '°

examining (if such a farce can be called an
'a

examination), not Cadet Smith, but " the
colored cadet," " the nigger cadet," " nigger ®"il

Jim," " the Moke," or some other of the
opprobrious designations by which I was

known, for they were so numerous that I II
have not time to enumerate them, nor do I so

know which was the favorite with the gentle- th
men in question. th
On the 30th of June the result of that so- m

called examination was published at parade, hi
and that was the first knowledge I had of the
finding of the Hoard. On the next day I was la
sent for liy the adjutant and notified that the th
order for my discharge had arrived, and that m

I should turn in the public property in my
possession, have my papers signed, and set- tl
tic up with the Treasurer, and before four w
o'clock that afternoon I had ceased to be a hi
cadet at the Military Academy. tl
Of course there was great rejoicing in the ei

corps of cadets, and without a doubt among w

"the Ilowers that be," though while in the T
former it was perfectly public and 'quite dem- cl
onstrativc, in the latter it was not visible, al

I left the "l'oint" determined to carry my
case to a higher power, and ask, not for favor, "

but for fair play; for I went to West Point t<
in 1870 with the determination to overcome

all obstacles and graduate, and thus prove S
to the country that the negro could and would ti

"light it out on this line if it took all". it
his life. ci

I went to Washington, and in company with n

.Senator Patterson and my old true and tried tl
friend and schoolmate, Samuel Lee, called up- o

on the Secretary of War, 011 the morning of li
the 17th ofJuly. I stated to the Secretary that V
I was dissatisfied with the result of the C

examination, as I did not consider it a fair h

one, and that an injustice had been done me. n

and I asked him to have me reexamined, as n

I was conlidcnt that I could pass an cxamin- n

ation on any part of the course. The Secrc- V

tary said: " I will not do it," and gave as li

a reason that he believed that I had had a

fair examination, and also that he wanted 1

another cadet at West Point from my district
and that he had already notified Hon. It. 13. f

Klliott to send some one there. The Secrc- t

tary then used the following plain and deci- f
sive lnncmairc. viz.: "Gentlemen, 1 don't
wish to be misquoted as saying that I can't v

give Mr. Smith a reexamination, for 1 say I a

won't do it." t

1 then made another proposition, viz., I c

asked him to let me go back and join the I

class below me, thtis losing one year by go- t

ing over this course again, for although I had a

already lost a year on account of my trou- I

blcs there the first year, I was willing to lose \

another rather than lose the victory for 1

which 1 had fought so long with all my pow'
er. But now the Secretary says : "I can't (
do that without the recommendation of the t

Academic Board at West l'oiut, and they 1

won't recommend it. I was speaking with
' Colonel Ituger, the Superintendent of the <

Academy in New York, last Sunday, about 1

you, and he told me that the Academic t

Board would not recommend you to be rein- l

stated." I spoke to hiin of two cadets who 1
had been turned back to a lower class at the t

! same time that I was dismissed, but of I
1 course he says they were recommended by
' the Academic Board.

I am, of course, too old for reappointment, i

so I am thus debarred the privilege ofgetting i

back. 1
i Now, Mr. Editor, this is the way that the i

i matter stands at present: we have an educa- I

nhv

V NA
WASHIf

onal iuslilution in " free America," suportedby tlic taxes of the black man as well
s those of the while, and yet those who
lie it have not learned the meaning of the
ords: "All men arc horn free and equal,"
nd that beautiful place on the hanks of the
ludson is perfectly oblivious to the cxistnccof such a thing as the XVth Amendicnt.Why should all this narrow-minded
rejudice he allowed to exist in an instituonsupported by the government of tho
tailed States when everything is being done
) break it down in South Carolina colleges?
ind yet West l'oint boasts to-day that no
.,m> l.no 1..P ... 1. ll-1
v»»v ..»»o VfVI^IUUUiUUI HUIU UUl WilUK, 2111(1

rhile the present state of affairs exists, it will
ontitiuc to be so.

And what is there in the course that is so
iflicult for colored cadets to master, while a

mjonty of the white cadets find 110 trouble
t all ? It is simply this ; the old prejudices
lat were engendered in West Point from its
tundation and which have grown and inrcascdwith her growth and increase, arc just
s rampaut there to-day as they were forty
ears ago, and until that hot bed of corruponis stirred up from her very foundations
ad purified, we who go there in any capacity
hatever, may expect what we will most
irely receive.every kind of insult that
in be heaped upon us.

Put, Mr. Editor I fear I am intruding both
pon your time and space, so I shall have to
nish my communication at some future
me. Yours, respeclfully,

J. W. Smith,
Late Cadet U. S. M. A.

From Ohio.

Cincinnati, Ohio* July 1C> 1ST I.
»the Elitor'of the New National Era :

retrospective.

Probably none of your compositors will reembertlio signature attached to this comunicaliou,so long have I been silent. Since
lose long years of ante bcllnm days when
>u wore located 011 the banks of the Gencc.and by the publication of the North
'ar and Frederick Douglass' Paper within its
nits, raised Rochester from the position of
mere way station on the Central road, to
ic dignity of a city, and I aspired to write
r the columns which Elhiop, Coiumuuipaw
id Cosmopolite adorned, there has arisen a

ore cultured generation, quick-witted and
ady with the pen, who, while I am gcttipg
y ancient ink-horn in order and repairing
ic nib of my old goose-quill, get themselves
lickly into print, and I iind the ideas which
would fain have uttered, better placed herethe public than I could ever have placed
icm.
I do not grumble at this. One generation
innot occupy the stage of life forever, and
>ys born in this era of locomotives and tel-
graphs must be fast; nor would I have
asped my old-time pen now, had it not been
r au accident which has befallen your rcgurcorrespondent, Depugh, concerning whose
tc I know you must be anxious, and that
te I now reveal.

SOCIAL.

General Custer, in starting for the Rlackills,said: "This is going to be a bad scanfor stragglers," and so it lias proved in
c ease of Depugh, who has passed safely
rough many a dire campaign, the Chillieothe
ovemenl not even singeing him, to be gobcdup at last.
But who can resist Cupid? Love and death
v bold on nib I'miid Ima linon on n mid

rough this vicinity, and "that's what's the
utter'' with Dcpngh.
The summer vacation had come on and
iosc who could had gone to the various
atoring places, and those who could not
id closed the front shutters and retired to
le stoop ia the rear of their houses there to
idurc the dog days the best way they could,
hen suddenly the comet, the hydrophobia,
om Collins, the row in Elder Magee's
lurch, and a series of brilliant weddings set
II agog.
For the last of those disturbing causes the
school niarms" of this vicinity are chiefly
) blame.
We have had here for several years a

formal School for the ostensible purpose of
aining teachers, but we all know now that
s real purjiose was to teach the girls how to
itch husbands. The demure young rogues
lanaged to extract, as bees do honey from
owers, from spelling books, primers, and
thcr implements of the profession, the birdmein which they ensnare the feet of unwary
oungsters like Dcpugh. Only think of it!
lue-third of the "school niarms" of this
irge city married within a year! Here is a

ice little problem for the sisterhood to solve
lcntally: If 33* per cent, of the "school
larms" of a given city are married in one

car, how long will it take them all to catch
msbands ?
Now. don't all raise vour hands at once,

iut speak, one at a time.

But, I must begin at the beginning. The
irst wedding was that of Miss Mary L. Foolc
o Mr. George Ilaycs. and of which I am inbrmcda correspondent has written to.you.
Before the gossips had settled fully all the

11.11 pouus uuuuecteii wiuu mc nisi wcuuiug,
s to the age of the bride aud the value of
he lace which adorned her dress, etc., there
amc the rush to the second. The bride this
imc was Miss Kate Ida Thomas, the daugh.crof Mr. Alexander Thomas whose fame as

n artist is as wide as the nation, and Mr.
.ewis Depugh Easton. The wedding scr

icewas performed in the Union Chapel, by
lev. J. II. Suirs, pastor of that church.
No more beautifully or elegantly-attired

;roupe ever gathered around the altar than
.hat which accompanied Mr. Easton and his
ovcly bride.
In front of the altar stood the bride drcssjd
in a rich corded silk trimmed with satfn.

[Jesides her were her bridesmaids, ;Miss Bet,icThomas and Miss Ella Collins, each en

relopcd in a snowy-white organdie. Near at
land was her mother, whose beautifullyittingsilk dress of cendres de rosea color, was
the admiration of all. On the right stood
Mcsdames Louisa Anderson and Margaret
Lee, ladies who never permit themselves to
ippear in public inelegantly attired, but alwaysset off their acknowledged charms by
irilliant dress. This evening, they, if possiblesurpassed themselves. On the left of
the altar stood Mrs. Susan Lee of Cleveland,

TIOJ>
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over whose costly silk was thrown a magnificentoverdress of rich lace, which served to
set off her pensive beauty to great advantage.
At the side of Mrs. Lee stood Miss MaryMorris,of Cleveland, whose elegant dress,
loveliness, and ernecfnl demeanor, were war-

thy of the company in wjiich .she was placed.
Dchind Elder Suires, but raised above the
dais in which the)- stood, were Elders Arnett
and Magce.
Thus grouj)ed, the ceremony proceeded,

and when at thehtst,-m a clear,ringing voice,
Lewis I). Easton and Kate Ida Thomas were

pronounced man and wife, they turned and
walked slowly toward the door, followed by
their immediate attendants, and then by the
crtfWd. And such a crowd! and how they
rushed anil pushed to got a sight at the line
dresses of the ladies as they stepped into the
scores of carriages which were driven, one
after the other, to the church door!
At the reception, which immediately followed,given at the rooms of the bride's father,the abundant space and brilliant light

gave the ladies full opportunity to display
their toilettes.

Jicsides the ladies whom I have named,
were JJrs. Ellen Difnn, ofNew Orleans, and
her daughter, Miss Fanny Dunn. Added to
these were all that Cincinnati*! could muster
in the way of beauty and of chivalry.
The bridal presents were displayed to great

advantage in a beautifully-carved walnut
case at one end of the reception parlor. To
give an idea of the popularity of the bride, I
will name some of the presents sent from
abroad: Mrs. I.ce, of Cleveland, a rich fruit
dish of cut glass, mounted upon a solid silver
stand; Miss Morris, of the same place, an

elegant silvcb card.receiver; Mr. Charles
Wilson, of San Francisco, Cat., a toilet set;
Mrs. Robert .Smith, of Avondale, a set of
cut-glass goblets ;lMiss Amanda Wallace, of
Augusta, (la., one ricb lace bandkerebief;
Mr. John Byrd, of Cairo, 111., a set of toilet
mats; Prof. Ceorge II. Jackson, of Evansvillc,Ind., a beautiful picture ami frame, and
so on for quantity. Of the value of the
presents I can only say that if I were in I)epugh'splace, I would sell the lot and supportmy wife with the proceeds.
The supper, prepared by ltice, the fashionablecaterer, of West Fourth street, was a

marvel of beauty and abundance. Such
piles of confections, such pyramids of ices
and jellies, and withal such elegance of arrangementis seldom seen. We talked and
ate and admired until the approach of the
"wee sma' hours agont the twal," when a

baud of musicians glided into the room and
began to tunc their fiddles, little and big,
gave a hint which I and the other deacons
took, and left the younger set to finish the
night with a merry dance.
The night following the wedding I have

just described, a reception was given by ElderP. F. Fossclt to Mr. and Mrs. Ilaycs, at
which both brides were jy vs^ut, and there
was a repetition of the rich dresses, bright
eyes, and merry tongues of the evenings before.
The supper table elicited but one opinion ;

it was richly set oil' by a solid silver service,
while every possible variation of gustatory
or lestbctic taste was catered to in the manner
and matter of getting up. The things upon
the table looked too good to eat, and then
when you had tasted them they tasted too
good to be let alone.

I retired early from the parlors, leaving
them to the young and hopeful ones who had
assembled. Taking my seat in the garden
with the ciders of the company, we found
ample pleasure in listening to the merry
voices of our children, while we compared
our rheumatisms, discussed the failure of the
civil rights bill and mourned over the fall of
the great Brooklyn preacher.
" Ol Lucifer, son of the morning, how hast

thou fallen! "

POLITICAL.

The outlook from the Republican stand
mintSo

l.Ki.it !.-> Itunit tusmui. till; n:iit|tcitttit.v

movement lias played duck and drake with
that part}'. It has not in any State or municipalplatform espoused the cause of prohibition,but the Germans who are to a man for
free beer, seem determined to hold the party
responsible for sentiments it has nowhere
avowed and so will not vole with us. Then
the ultra temperance men will not vote with
us because they believe us to be bound to the
beer men. Then the failure oftlic Civil
Rights Hill will render the colored men indiffentabout going to the polls, hence we

expect a light Republican vote this fall.
The address of the Congressional Committeeis a splendid document, but too long for

general reading. In the course of the campaign,I suppose the stumpers will bring it
down to the people and have them understandit thoroughly.

Miami.

A Brilliant A Ah I r.

To the Editor of the New National Era:

The past week has been unusually productiveof society gossip. The principal
theme being the approaching nuptials of Mr.
George \V. Hays, a young gentleman of untof..;ul>».lromildlinii anil Mine Mara I.

Fcrto, a young lady of exemplary qualities,
ami an ornament to our society, both of this
city. Tii.' expectations of the many friends
of the couple have been so great that tlicy
could hardly contain them, but their longings
were happily satisfied on last Thursday
evening, duly 10, 1874, it being the occasion
of the marriage of the pair. The marriage
ceremony was performed at Zion llaptist
Church, which was brightly illuminated for
the occasion. About 7 1'. M. carriages
could have been seen rolling up to the door
of the church, and finely dressed gentlemen
alighting therefrom and passing into the
church to perform their duties as ushers.
The ceremony at the church was conducted
under the auspices of the "Eureka," a club
composed of young men, for moral, spcial,
and intellectual improvement, of which Mr.
Ilays is the secretary. The ushers, Messrs. J.
E. Tollivcr, C. 1$. Crockett, L. II. Gibson,
D. W. Winston, and T. J. Monroe, members
of the "Eureka," were attired in full evening
dress; on their left breast was worn a bandsomewedding badge, composed of white
satin, four and a ha f inches long, by two

inches wide, trimmed with gold fringe, and
in the centre of the badge was a very neatly
embroidered letter E, of the old English
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text, ill gold bullion, surmounted by a neal
bullou-bole bouquet of lube roses and rose

buds, (white.) The ushers were kept bus}
seating the friends, and for fully an hour he.
fore the arrival of the wedding party tin
cdilice was crowded to its utmost capacity
with as line and intelligent an audience as
it lias ever been my pleasure to behold, li
might well have been said that it was a gatli
cring of the brave and the fair. About r

quarter to eight o'clock the organist, l'rof
Tosso, struck up a beautiful wedding marcl
from the grand opera "The Marriage o

Figaro," by Mozart. At eight o'clock tin
wedding party arrived. As the peals of tin
organ were being wafted through the spacious
sanctuary, a stir was heard at each of the
doors ojieniiig into the side aisles of tin
church, when immediately all faces were
quickly turned to the direction from whirl
the noise came. The doors were tlirowi
open, when the members of the family am
relatives of the contracting parties divide)
into two groups, marched down either aisle,
and took their position on each side of tin
altar; shortly after which the door leading
to the main entrance was seen to open and
the bridal party entered, headed by the 1'residentof the Eureka. Next in order the lie v.
1'. F. Fossett, who performed the ceremony,
and then the bride and groom elect who were

followedjjhy the two bridesmaids, Miss ErnestineL. Clark and Miss Mattic E. Fossett,
Mr. 1'. II. Clark and Mrs. Annie A. l'orte
(the mother of the bride) bringing up the
rear, passed down the center aisle amid the
sweet and soft strains of the organ, taking
their position upon the raised platform, with
the exception of Madam Forte, who retired
to one of the family groups; after which the
ushers, two in each of the side aisles, and
the President in the center, march down and
took their positions facing the bridal parly,
IUVVI nnau iiiu uru uiwiij »ilS [»UI IUI'IIIUU, 11

being a very impressive one. When the
question was asked, "Who giveth this womanto this man," Mr. I'. II. Clark was on
the spot to perform that important and
pleasant duty. Mr. Clark also performed
the duties of groomsman to the father of the
bride 011 the event of his marriage quite a
time ago. After the ceremony was performedthe procession, headed by the ushers,
passed up the aisle and out of the church
to their cairiages, the ushers forming a hollow
square from the door to keep the crowd from
passing them.
The groom wore a handsome suit of black,

with the exception of the vest, which was
of immaculate white ; white gloves and tie ;
and 011 his left breast the wedding badge ol
the Eureka, surmounted by a neat tube rose
buttonhole bouquet. The bride was attired
in a handsome organdie, of the linest quality,
with trimmings of the same, low cut, with
Marie Antoinette sleeves; beautiful pearl
ear-rings and brooch, a present from the
groom; a bridal wreath of orange blossoms,
a perfect imitation ot nature, adorned her
pretty head ; the veil of illusion hung over
her face, which, after the ceremony, was
thrown back from the face, tloating over the
back of the dress, reaching almost to the
bottom of the train, which was about three
feet long; her toilette was excellent. The
orHicsmaius were dressed 111 liglit silks, covcredwith an illusion in rutllcs laid in pleats,
and a handsome sash held in place by a beautifulspray of orange blossoms.
The scene at the house where the receptionwas held beggared description, it being

brightly illuminated, and filled With the elite
of our city. Pretty women, gallant men,
silks, satins, precious jewels, and flowers
were in profusion.
Not being a close student of the Jenkins

school, 1 can hardly be expected to give an

adequate description of the charming fashions
displayed in dazzling profusion.
Among the more prominent, I might

mention Miss Mary E. Baker, of Louisville,a beautiful brunette, who was attired
in a handsome pearl-colored silk brocade
with pearl ornaments. Miss Pickett, o

Louisville, a charming young lady, whon
Madam Humor says is soon to become a

bride. She was dressed in a beautiful him
silk, handsomely trimmed. Mrs. Fannt
Macaulcy, of Louisville, a very plcasan
lady, wore a very handsome black gros grain
The bridal trousseau, 4 learn, is very line

The presents were displayed on a table ii
the bridal chamber. The collection wai

very extensive; among them were article
of great intrinsic value. On the mantle wa

displayed a beautiful bouquet of the bride's
composed of tube roses, jessamines, bego
nies, rose buds, (while,) lycopod, (green,
with ren silk, and silver bullion, finish sill
cord and tassels, to which was attached
cord bearing the following inscription : "T
Mamie, with the best wishes of the Kurek
for the future."

After the happy pair had received the con

gratulations and well wishes of their friends
and after all had partaken of the splcndi
repast furnished by one of the first-class en

tcrers of our city, the gay and much delighlc
guests repaired to their homes.

After all of that happy household retiree
they were aroused by a serenade to 111
bride and v-^ooin by l'rof. C. T. Graham'
serenading band.
This notable event will long be rcmcn

bered as one of the most important in lb
annais 01 me nrsi-ciass sociciy 01 Linen

nnti.
There is to be a grand reception given 1

the pair 011 next Thursday evening, July23<
1874, by Miss Mattie E. Fossett.
Mr. Hays and his charming lad}' will ri

main in the city until the 1st of August
attend the receptions to be given for the
and to lcceive the calls of their friends, afti
which they will start on their wedding ton

May their pathways be amid beds of flower
May they be ever strangers to sorrow, is tl
earnest and best wishes of your correspond

cnt. T. J. M.

[Communicatee.. J
moral Reflections No. 20.

"I will run in the way of my comman
mcnts, when thou bast enlarged my heart."
I's. 119; 32 v.

There is much in the present day of 011

ward zeal in tbe cause of Christ, while it
to be feared there is comparatively litt
closet devotion.

Activity in the service of Cod can only
originated and maintained by an enlarg

F

On*
Hub

:ka. i
in ii

pati

f !jJS.r»0 ii ypnr in ndvnnc*> th#I r> for^lO. Itllll

.' mcnt of heart, pure devotional feeling excited mai

: I>y prayer and meditation. Hut we like tiie lie
world to sec what we are doing, and we he
llatter ourselves that we are thus by our

> works serving God most acceptably. Yet,
; without the hcait keeps abreast of our moral
* activities, they will soon languish and drag
L or utterly fail of accomplishing the good we
. design. Diligence it) business must he acicompanied with fervency of spirit to make
. our labor profitable to ourselves or .others, I
i or incct the Divine approbation. vol
f To keep tlic licart right, there must be "ic

: constant and earnest communion with God. tlia
; There must be the diligent reading of the '-P'i
» word, and prnyful meditation thereon.

Thus only can the soul be kept alive and j
its energies faithfully and vigorously enlisted (j,j,
in the cause of the Redeemer. ly ,

What is faith hut a resting of the soul on j
the promises of (toil. What is fear but jrt
the heart standing in aire of the majesty and c((|
threatening* of the Almighty. What is love j
but the feelings of the heart going out to- p|(r
wards the loving object of contemplation, -pi,

; What is hope but the joyous expectation of |ju,
some promised good, that all the Christian j-M.,
graces are brought into exercise in the con- |,.u
temptation of the truth. ''While the heart wj,
mused the lire binned."
The word of Rod is ti ns (lie moral food of (.(1]

tho soul, and faith and love arising there- C|ni
from become the motive power of all truo and 'j
devoted activity in his service. If we would p10|
serve tho Redeemer efficiently in the out- rjpM
ward activities of life, we must keep the lire wjj
of devotion burning brightly <>n the altar of ,
our hearts by daily communion with Rod,
and meditation on His truths. In this the SO(.
Saviour has set us an example in frequently oar
retiring from the pressure of active duties to rcc
solitude, silence, and prayer. A. A. |uo
Washington City, July 21, 1S71.

con
^

prarroiu Virginia j ^
Tmi Vrhm A . t" Imogen. The Aucfloii 1

I'.lock tuitl Whipping Poul .lof. Miiyo. CIll'l
I'olll ictil Out l«r»k Col. Horsjen*.(JovrriiorWalker Perstm*1* Cios*11», elf.

Ricintoxn, Va., July 2">, 1*71. ^
tun

«//». FrfUm f ih> Xi to X 'titmol Uni
rtc8Ten years a^«> Uichtuoiitl was the capital ol
(the late Confederacj-, to-day it is simply the ^

capital 01 \ irguua. ureal lias been tlic

changes in these ten 3ears. ^ ^1 was in llie eustnin-liousc building this
(j

nioi ning. This building was used liy the Jell'
^

Davis government as (lie treasury depart- .p
incut, where the financial ail'airs of the late j/C(
C. S. A. were transacted ; when I used to j
have business there during the war, the only
colored men to lie seen in the building were
servants ; now it is quite different. L looked
in there this morning and beheld a sight r.. t

that is hoth wonderful and marvelous . q
colored men sitting at desks in the capacity imp
of clerks, doing cxeeulivp duty; others as to i
inspectors of tobacco, under the bureau of i>er
Internal Revenue, messengers, deputy col- iUu

lectors, inspectors of customs, etc. q
I liud colored men holding responsible po- ;lt

sitions and doing executive duty under the km
government here, which is more than I could ,0e
see in Washington. I

Col. llurgess, the collector of revenue, ,,0j
whose ofllcc is visited daily in a husiness ]I0S
point of view, by the leading representative |10j
bloods and chivalry of A'irgftiia, has several auj
colored men in positions of trust and profit. cjp]
I have wondered why it is that there is not a f;l).
single colored man holding an executive po- q
sition in any one of the departments at jj,,
Washington, where there is so much talent ,].]
and ability among our colored people.
When 1 was here ten, yes, twelve, years por

ago, Mr. Joseph Mayo was the mayor, the q
whipping post and auction block were then IW/
in full blast and both did a thriving business ; jn
then a colored man, free or slave, was not q
allowed to walk in the streets or near a sj,r]
walking, save in public ; not over four per- ,ni|
sons of color were allowed to assemble to- n

f getlier at any one time without the presence tat
i of a "Caucasian." Xo "candle light" was wa

allowed in a colored man's house after seven j,.u
> o'clock, p. in. No meetings could be held
C without a white man was present; and then tec
L colored people were not allowed to go to their ti,;,
. churches at night and worship the true and lnc
. living Ciod, and in the day time they were j>
1 compelled to have a white minister if any at uni
s all, and no colored man was permitted by law
s to go into the pulpit. jav
s Such was Richmond in times past, and so

, great has been the change that it is hard to j
- realize it in full. Mr. Mayo is dead and I

^)0|
) am reminded of what the Richmond bard f)jkonce wrote of him : .

& " Alas poor Joe, the poor man's foe, cx
o l!ctore lil'e's breath did leave him, ]
a His burdened sold had no control,.

Death would not receive him. so'

The devil said he was af.iaid sp
To take so mean a boarder,

i, Ilis great low guide and tyrant pride -j
,i Would place hell out of order."

vo
i- The whipping post ts gone, the auction ;U1
d block is " dust to dust and ashes to ashes," sj(

"Nigger trader's" alley is no longer the al1,ley it was. Colored men carry sticks and ^
ic smoke cigars on the highways and byways. m.
's The "candle-light law" is dead; churches

are [open nigh t and day, and an abundance
\- of colored preachers there arc who preach m

c Jesus Christ anil liim crucified from their
i- pulpits.

The only gentle reminder of slavery that
,o looks you in the face, is the proscription and
1. outrage that a colored man is almost sure to

.encounter if he goes into one of the court*
> with a white man as a competitor. Judges ^
lo in this State are appointed, not upon merit,
m hut by and through the iutlucucc of their ^
er friends, and preference is given to him who ^
r. has the host war record -the most scars and

\v
s. deepest wounds, and, as a general rule,
ic these military judges carry out on the bench
it- what they tried to do when in the saddle.

There is plenty of work but very little justicein Itichniond for a colored man if he goes
, m

into a court or law.
Hut all the disadvantages which our pco- J.

(j_ pie labor under here, do not prevent their
rising and progressing. They have suddenly
risen from nothing, so to speak, to the posi- f'

it- tious of merchants, brokers, tobacconists, ^is dealers, clerks, lawyers, horse dealers, hack
Ic owners, livery stable keepers, hotel keepers, ^butchers, bakers, statesmen, etc., thanks to
'jo the genius of our grand natiouul Republican
c- party! Yes, all the hardships that the black [

I
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Tumidly nltcmb<1 to.
ir Irlmulxln the Southern Slntcx will flnil It to
r Hdvunlnito to Klvc UK thrli ortlerx for cards
It.Ills etc.. «dr.

i litis liml to encounter here in Richmond,
Ims steadily arisen, notwithstanding, and
ran exclaim in truth :
" We are rising, we are rising,Amid the changes of rtttr laud.In the cause of truth and justice,Let us all united stand.
We arose amid your conllict,When battle storms were high,W it It returning peace we're rising,Like the eagle iti the sky."

.'lie thrift, enterprise and ingenuity of the
itrctl citizens of Richmond is truly coinndalde,ami I am glad to he aide to state
t I have never seen a more thorough

m;people than here.
TICK 1MH.ITICAI, Ot'TLOOK.

s'ext November an election takes place in
1 State. Members of ('oppress ami routialliccrsare to lie chosen. My impression
hat the Republicans will at least he able
Imld their ground and return to the 1 lilt
tigress live Republicans,
n this district there is to he a warm light
representation in the next Congress,

e Republicans will unanimously nominate
sh Rurgess, and the Democrats will put
.vara ex-Uovcmor (iilbcrt C. Walker. I
c had a talk with the leading colored and
ite men in the Ucpuhlican party here,
1 they are of the general opinion that
unci ]Surges* is the only man equal to the
ergeney.
Flic Colon* 1 has not sought the nominai,and if ho accepts, it will he a great sac

cto him personally, hut Hush Rurgcss
1 do anything that is honorable and right
serve lii.s party, lie is a good speaker,
1 is universally popular with all colored
icty.a man of great force of character,
nest energetic, diligent ami fearless; his
ord for consistency is splendid, not having
veil backward a single step since the rcslruelionlight began. He is a man of
clival ability, sound common sense, sleop*devotion to public interests, remarkable
cicncy in the achievement of practical
Is, and has a sturdy contempt for all sham
showy glitter with which smaller men

piisc their uselcssucss.
k leading colored man said to me a short
e since that no better man than Col. Jliirscould he selected; that there was no
a in Virginia whom the colored people, as

ass, have a right to place more confidence
not only has he made them promises,
he has fullillcd them to the letter, and

safer man for the best interests of Virginia
1*1 he chosen.
'lie Republican party here is well organI.There is complete harmony, utuon,

I feel safe in saying that their majority
he iucrcascd. Piedmont.

XOUTIII'MISKKI.AXD COfXl'V, VA.
h- t'litnr of Mm .V ia Xalional Era :

'lie rights of the colored race are cruelly
icrillcd by the communication in regard
.he action of the Republicans of Nortlmmlandcounty, Virginia, in your last issue,
I demand an cinnhalic denial.
.'lie meeting reported to have heen held
Ileathsville, July 1 '!, was not publicly
)wn of or held by the Republicans of the
inty.
t was entirely managed and privately
ten up by the emissaries of Mr. Sener.
itile, like him, to civil rights.persons
ding positions under him, and notoriously
nous to maintain them at all cost of prinle,truth, and honor, as this thoroughly
ie statement shows.
"lie meeting, July 1th, at Rowland Schooluse,which repudiated Mr. Sener, was
v called by the Chairman of the County
nmitlcc,and its objects advertised openly
weeks, and largely attended.
'he Church meeting holding that day was
one of worship, but of business, and was
10 way encroached upon.
Clio uext conspicuous falsehood is the
liug of the three names as "County Cornice."
Two of the signers hold no rcprcscniveposition in the party. The lirst signer
s at the meeting of July 4lh, and a hearty
ticipant and endorser of its action.
Vmong the twelve endorsers of the preidcdaction of this committee,* (to which
» Vnrll>m»lw>..|nn.l ........i.. i>

^ l»:|'UIJIIlilU f

ctingdwindles in lite report,) are the l!cv.
Null, anil his son, Carey Xu't, who is

iler bonds to answer to the United States
nrt for violating United Slates postal
rs ; and Glasgow Blackwell, of whom it is
iiugh to say they were alone in williIdingtheir names from the civil rights
lition signed by all the other colored voters
the county.
I'lie repudiation of Mr. Sener is a correct
prcssion of the sentiments of the Ucpubansof the county, who arc earnest in their
licitation of Drs. llowen and Walts to
eak at IFcalhsvillc August Court.
To support Mr. Sener's nomination or
jction would be an endorsement of his
tes and opposition to the civil rights bill,
d cause its certain defeat at the next sesmof Congress.
No colored voter can thus endorse Mr.
ncr who has any respect for his manhood
race. Civil Knurrs.

* The alleged other " fifty signers" arc a

yth.
i

rrom Texas.

Ukazos, I)k Santiago, Texas,
duly 9, 1n74.

the Riitar / the X-IO Sati.,mil Km :

Si it: 1 having been a reader and subscriber
your esteemed paper for more than two

:ars, and having contemplated writing
>u ever since you have announced your
ilunins open to us boys in blue for anythiug
c might feel disposed to write about, being
lportant to our wellfare, aud expressing
y views upon some of the many topics at

sue, mainly those in relation to the colored
ddiers, but have ever set forth as an excuse

y inability for remaining silent. There is
present so many important subjects open

r discussion I hardly know what one to
:ize upon, fearing I will not be able to acuitmyself with credit, realizing, as 1 do,
y limited education.joining the United
Latcs regular army neatly eight years ago
itircly illiterate, and not long liberated
om accursed slavery, being parcntless, aud
et in my teens, I will leave it for some of

Continued on third jntje. ,


